U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/492,009 
Attorney Docket No. 107156-09069 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Listing of the claims: 

Following is a listing of all claims in the present application, which listing 
supersedes all previously presented claims: 

Claims 1-8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently Amended) An infomiation recording system for recording a 
data stnjcture on a recording medium, the data structure comprising: 

a record infomiation area having record infomiation, a first identifying infonnation 
area having first identifying infomiation, and a second identifying infomnation area 
having second identifying information on tho r e cord i ng m e dium , 

wherein the record infomiation includes 1 ) a plurality of first information rooording 
units, 2) one or more second infomiation rooord i ng units each of which contains one or 
more of th e first infomiation record i ng units and 3) one or more third infomiation 
r e cord i ng units each of which contains cons i sts of one or more of th e first infomiation 
record i ng units, 

wherein the first identifying infomiation con^esponds to each of the one or more 
second information recording units and indicates whether eras i ng or edit i ng of a 
con-esponding second information record i ng unit is in a loqicallv erased state a ll ow e d , 
and 
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wherein the second identifying information corresponds to each of the one or 
more third information rocord i ng units and Indicates whether erasing or editing of a 
corresponding third information rocord i ng unit is allowable allowed, and 

whoroln each of the first ident i fy i ng i nfonnat i on and th e s e cond i dent i fy i ng 
i nformat i on i nd i cat e s wheth e r a corrospond i ng r e cord i ng un i t is a ll ow e d to bo eras e d or 
od i tod by the infonnation rocord i ng syst e m . 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Currently Amended) The infonnation recording system according to 
claim 9, wherein the second identifying Information indicates whether a corresponding 
third infonnation r e cord i ng unit is to be protected. 

12. (Currently Amended) An infonnation recording system for recording a 
data structure on a recording medium, the data stmcture comprising: 

a record information area having record infonnation, a first identifying infonnation 
area having first identifying infonnation, and a second identifying infonnation area 
having second identifying Information on tho rocord i ng modium , 

wherein the record infonnation includes one or more Infonnation rocord i ng units 
and one or more third information r e cording units which can be set by a user, 

wherein the first identifying infonnation corresponds to each of the one or more 
information rocord i ng units and indicates whether oras i ng or ed i t i ng of a corresponding 
second information r e cord i ng unit is in a logically erased state a ll ow e d , and 
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wherein the second identifying information con-esponds to each of the one or 
more third infonnation rocord i ng units and indicates whether erasing or editing of a 
corresponding third information rocord i ng unit is allowable a ll owod, and 

whoro i n each of tho f i rst i dentify i ng i nfonnat i on and tho oocond i dent i fying 
i nformation i nd i catos wh e th e r a oorrosponding rocord i ng un i t i s a ll owed to bo orasod or 
e d i ted by tho Infonnat i on rocord i ng system . 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Cun-ently Amended) The information recording system according to 
claim 12, wherein the second identifying information indicates whether a coresponding 
third infonnation rocord i ng unit is to be protected. 

15. (Currently Amended) An information recording method comprising the 
steps of: 

recording record information on a recording medium; 

recording first identifying infonnation on the recording medium; and 

recording second identifying information on the recording medium; 

wherein the record infonnation includes 1 ) a plurality of first infonnation record i ng 
units, 2) one or more second infonnation rocording units each of which contains one or 
more of tho first information rocording units and 3) one or more third information 
rocord i ng units each of which contains cons i sts of one or more of tho first information 
r e cord i ng units, 
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wherein the first identifying infonnation corresponds to each of the one or more 
second information rocord i ng units and indicates whether prevents eras i ng or e d i t i ng of 
a corresponding second information r e cord i ng unit is in a logically erased state , 

wherein the second identifying information corresponds to each of the one or 
more third information r e cord i ng units and prevents erasing or editing of a 
corresponding third information rocord i ng unit. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently Amended) The infonnation recording method according to 
claim 15, wherein the second identifying information indicates whether a corresponding 
third information rocord i ng unit is to be protected. 

18. (Currently Amended) An information recording method comprising the 
steps of: 

recording record information on a recording medium; 

recording first identifying information on the recording medium; 

and recording second identifying information on the recording medium; 

wherein the record information includes one or more infonnation r e cord i ng units 
and one or more third information r e cording units which can be set by a user, 

wherein the first identifying infonnation conresponds to each of the one or more 
information rocord i ng units and indicates whether prevents eras i ng or ed i t i ng of a 
corresponding second information rocording unit is in a logically erased state , and 
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wherein the second identifying infomnation corresponds to each of the one or 
more third information record i ng units and prevents erasing or editing of a 
con-esponding third information r e cord i ng unit. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Cun-ently Amended) The information recording method according to 
claim 18, wherein the second identifying information indicates whether a con-esponding 
third information record i ng unit is to be protected. 

21 . (Currently Amended) An infonnation recording medium encoded with a 
data structure; wherein the data structure comprises: 

record information including 1) a plurality of first infonnation rocord i ng units, 2) 
one or more second information rocord i ng units each of which contains one or more the 
first infonnation rocording units and 3) one or more third information r e cording units 
each of which contains cons i sts of one or more the first infonnation r e cord i ng units, 

first identifying information corresponding to each of the one or more second 
information rocord i ng units and indicating whether eras i ng or ed i t i ng of a corresponding 
second infonnation r e cord i ng unit is in a logically erased state a ll ow e d , and 

second identifying infonnation conresponding to each of the one or more third 
information rocord i ng units and indicating whether erasing or editing of a corresponding 
third infonnation rocording unit is allowable allowod, and 
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wh e r ei n e ach of th e f i rst i d e ntify i ng i nfomiation and th e s e cond i d e nt i fy i ng 
I nformat i on i nd i cat e s wh e th e r a con' e spond i ng r e cord i ng un i t i s al l ow e d to b e e ras e d or 
od i tod by tho infonnat l on rocord i ng system . 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Cun-ently Amended) The infomriation recording medium according to 
claim 21 , wherein the second identifying information indicates whether a corresponding 
third infomriation rocording unit is to be protected. 

24. (Currently Amended) An infomnation recording computer readable 
medium encoded with a data structure, wherein the data structure comprises: 

record information, first identifying infomiation and second identifying infomnation; 

wherein the record infomriation includes one or more information r e cord i ng units 
and one or more third information rocord i ng units which can be set by a user, 

wherein the first identifying infomnation conresponds to each of the one or more 
information rocord i ng units and indicates whether eras i ng or edit i ng of a corresponding 
second information r e cord i ng unit is in a logically erased state a ll ow e d , and 

wherein the second identifying information corresponds to each of the one or 
more third infomnation rocord i ng units and Indicates whether erasing or editing of a 
corresponding third infomiation r e cord i ng unit is allowable a ll ow e d, and 
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whoroin oach of th e f i rst i d e nt i fy i ng infonnat i on and th e s e cond i d e nt i fy i ng 
informat i on ind i oatos wh e ther a oorrospond i ng rocord i ng un i t i c a ll owod to be orasod or 
od i tod by tho i nformat i on rocord i ng syst e m . 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently Amended) The infonnation recording medium according to 
claim 24, wherein the second identifying infonnation indicates whether a con-esponding 
third infonnation rocord i ng unit is to be protected. 

27. (Cun-ently Amended) An infonnation recording system for recording a 
data structure on a recording medium, comprising: 

means for recording record information of the data structure on a recording 
medium, the record infonnation including (1 ) one or more first information rocord i ng 
units, (2) one or more second infonnation r e cording units, each of which contains one or 
more of tho first infonnation rocording units, and (3) one or more third infonnation 
rocord i ng units, each of which contains one or more of the first infonnation rocord i ng 
units; 

means for recording first identifying infonnation on the recording medium, the first 
identifying infonnation being related to each of the first information recording units and 
including a first data protect flag that prevents erasing or editing of a corresponding first 
information rocording unit; and 
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means for recording second identifying infomation on the recording medium, the 
second identifying information being related to each of the third information r e cord i ng 
units and including a second data protect flag that prevents erasing or editing of a 
con-esponding third infomiation record i ng unit^ 

wherein the first identifvino infomnation indicates whether a con"esDonding 
second information unit is in a logically erased state . 

28. (Currently Amended) The information recording system according to 
claim 27, wherein the first data protect flag prevents erasing of the con-esponding first 
infomiation r e cord i ng unit and the second data protect flag prevents erasing of the 
corresponding third information r e cord i ng unit. 

29. (Cun-ently Amended) The infomiation recording system according to 
claim 27, wherein the first data protect flag prevents edifing of the con-esponding first 
information record i ng unit and the second data protect fiag prevents editing of the 
con-esponding third infomiation r e cord i ng unit. 

30. (Currently Amended) An infomiation recording system for recording a 
data stmcture on a recording medium, comprising: 

means for recording record information of the data structure on a recording 
medium, the record information including one or more first infomiation rocord i ng units 
and one or more second infomiation r e cord i ng units, each of which can be set by a 
user; 
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means for recording first identifying infomiatlon on the recording medium, the first 
identifying Infomriation being related to each of the first infonnation record i ng units and 
including a first data protect flag that prevents erasing or editing of a con-esponding first 
information rocord i ng unit; and 

means for recording second identifying information on the recording medium, the 
second identifying information being related to each of the second information rocord i ng 
units and including a second data protect flag that prevents erasing or editing of a 
corresponding second information r e cord i ng unit, 

wherein the first identifying information indicates whether a corresponding 
second information unit is in a logicallv erased state . 

31. (Currently Amended) The infonnation recording system according to 
claim 30, wherein the first data protect flag prevents erasing of the corresponding first 
information rocord i ng unit and the second data protect flag prevents erasing of the 
corresponding second information r e cording unit. 

32. (Cun-ently Amended) The infonnation recording system according to 
claim 30, wherein the first data protect flag prevents editing of the con-esponding first 
information r e cord i ng unit and the second data protect flag prevents editing of the 
corresponding second information r e cord i ng unit. 
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